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Noah and Gilgamesh Comparison
The epic of Gilgamesh has a lot of similarities and differences with the biblical story of Noah and his ark that is found in the book of genesis. On both counts, there is the presence of God or gods that are in contact with humans. There is a battle of power because humans are trying to disassociate themselves from the gods by ignoring them yet by doing so, they offend them. Acts of humans call for massive repercussions, and in the end, they are made to suffer through floods. In the biblical story of Noah, there is a single God that warns Noah that a flood is coming to kill the immoral people in the world.
On the contrary, God asks Noah to tell people the truth as he builds and invite any willing person into the ark (Sandars 84). In the epic of Gilgamesh, Utnapishtim is said to lie to the people and let them suffer to death in the coming floods. Unlike the bible that has only one supreme that rules the earth and gives laws, the epic of Gilgamesh has several gods that all have special powers and requests to man. There are many demands, and they seem to be confusing the humans. The reason that the gods give for killing humans with floods in the epic of Gilgamesh is noise pollution that is causing them sleepless nights. 
God Adad is the leading killer in the Gilgamesh story, and he is helped with other gods. However, one significant similarity is that God in the Old Testament and the gods in the epic of Gilgamesh are temperamental, and they cause harm to man. Their reasons can be weighed significantly depending on the vantage point of the readers, but in the end, we realize that man suffered and the connection between him and the gods weakened.
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